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6th ENGLISH/LANGUAGE ARTS Enrichment 
 

Focus Standard: Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 
 

Timeframe Tasks 

Week 1  
May 4 - 8 

 Complete the “Analyze Craft and Structure: DEVELOPMENT OF CENTRAL 
IDEAS” handout pp. 3-4 (attached). 

 Read the article “Stop Googling. Let’s Talk” pp. 5-7 (attached). What is the 
central idea of the text? List 3-4 details from the text that support the 
central idea. 

 Write a 2-3 paragraph summary of the text. 

 What is the author’s purpose for writing this article? Write a brief 
explanation for your answer and cite several pieces of textual evidence to 
support your answer. 

 What is the author’s point of view on the topic? Find details from the text 
that support the author’s point of view. 

 Do you agree or disagree with the author’s point of view? Explain in two 
paragraphs why or why not and provide evidence from the text to support 
your stance. 

 

 

Focus Standard: Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 
 

Timeframe Tasks 

Week 2 
May 11 - 15 

 Complete the “Analyze Craft and Structure: AUTHOR’S PERSPECTIVE AND 
ARGUMENT” handout pp. 8-9 (attached). 

 Reread the article “Stop Googling. Let’s Talk” pp. 5-7 (attached). What is 
the author’s main claim in this article? What facts and opinions does the 
author use to support his or her claim? Find several pieces of textual 
evidence that support the claim. 

 Do you agree with the argument and its supporting evidence? Why or why 
not? Write a response to the essay in which you state a claim and find 
evidence from the text to support your position. 

 

 

Focus Standards: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 
including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the impact of a specific word 
choice on meaning and tone. 
 

Weeks 3  
May 18 - 22 

 Read “The Rose That Grew From Concrete” p. 10 (attached) and complete 
the activities. 

 Tupac uses personification in his poem. (Personification gives human 

qualities to a nonhuman subject.) Find one or more examples of 

personification in his poem and explain how it is an example of 

personification.  

 Using the theme identified on #1 of the handout, write your own poem 

using personification. 
 

 

Focus Standards: Compare and contrast one author's presentation of events with that of another. 
 

Week 4  
May 25 - 29 

 Complete the “Analyze Craft and Structure: CONFLICTING ARGUMENTS” 
handout p. 11 (attached). 

 After reading the two passages on the handout, which one do you agree 
with? Why or why not? Using evidence from both texts, write an essay in 
which you take a position, state a claim, and find evidence from the text to 
support your position.  
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6th SOCIAL STUDIES Enrichment 
 

Focus Standards: Identify causes and consequences of World War II and reasons for the United 
States' entry into the war.  
- Critique major social and cultural changes in the United States since World War II. 
 

Timeframe Tasks 

Week 1  
May 4 - 8 

 

 Read the two articles on “World War II Propaganda” p. 12 (attached). 

 What is the central idea of each text? List 3-4 details from the text that 
support the central idea of each text. 

 Write a 2-3 paragraph summary of each text. 

 What message was the author trying to convey in each of the texts? 

 Create a Venn diagram to illustrate the similarities and differences 

between the two articles.  
  

 

Focus Standards: Identify causes and consequences of World War II and reasons for the United 
States' entry into the war.  
- Critique major social and cultural changes in the United States since World War II. 
 

Timeframe Tasks 

Week 2  
May 11 - 15 

 

 Reread the two articles on “World War II Propaganda” p. 12 (attached). 

 Write two paragraphs explaining whether you think the usage of 
propaganda posters was positive or negative. Cite textual evidence from the 
texts to support your claim. 

 Describe the action taking place each political cartoon at the bottom of the 
handout. What is the message of each cartoon? Use objects in the poster to 
support your claim. 

 

 

Focus Standard:  Explaining rights of citizens as guaranteed by the Bill of Rights under the 
Constitution of the United States. 
 

Timeframe Tasks 

Week 3 
May 18 - 22 

 

 The Bill of Rights was written more than 200 years ago when our country 
was, in many ways, a very different place. Over time, the Constitution has 
been amended, or changed, and now includes a total of 27 amendments. 
But the original Bill of Rights has not changed.  

 Why is The Bill of Right important to our country? What purpose does it 
serve for our citizens? 

 If you could add one more amendment to the Bill of Rights, what would it 
be and why? Be sure to explain the right or freedom your amendment 
would protect and why you believe it is important for Americans to have 
that right or freedom 

 

 

Focus Standards:  Determine how regions are used to describe the organization of Earth's surface. 
Identifying physical and human features used as criteria for mapping formal, functional, and perceptual 
regions. Examples: physical—landforms, climates 
 

Weeks 4  
May 25 - 29 

 

 Complete the “Climate Zones of North America” activities p. 13 (attached). 

 Think about why people may have founded cities where they are 
considering the climate in different areas. What factors influenced 
settlement? What factors may have made settlement more difficult? Write 
a short explanation of these questions using a few of the cities in the chart. 
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Ratios
A ratio is a comparison between two quantities. Equivalent ratios are often helpful in solving 
problems. To create an equivalent ratio, multiply both terms (the numerator and the 
denominator) by the same factor.

A game uses a combination of red and blue marbles. A total of 28 red marbles are used. For every 3 blue marbles 
there are 7 red marbles.  How many blue marbles are used for the game?

Step 1: Write a ratio comparing the  
number of blue marbles to the  
number of red marbles.

Step 2: Multiply the ratio times the  
factor needed to create an equivalent  
ratio with the total of 28 red  
marbles.

Solution: There are 12 blue marbles.

number of blue marbles
number of red marbles

3
7

�

3
7

4
4

12 blue marbles
28 red marbles

� �

EXAMPLE

PRActicE
 1. In a physical education class there is a total of 15 boys. For every 3 girls in the class there are 

5 boys. How many girls are in the class?

 2. In a package of candy there is a total of 24 yellow pieces. For every 5 green pieces in the 
package, there are 8 yellow pieces. How many green pieces of candy are in the bag?

 3. Larry earns $68 dollars for every 8 hours he works. How many hours must he work to earn a 
total of $544?
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Conversion Factor
Some problems require one unit to be converted to another. For example, inches per second may 
need to be expressed as miles per hour instead. Any number or expression can be multiplied by 
the number one (1) without changing its value. A conversion factor is a form of the value “1” 
used to change from one unit to another.

A coffee maker drips coffee at a rate of 12 ounces per minute. If 1 cup 5 8 ounces, how many cups will the coffee 
maker drip in 1 minute? 

Step 1: Use the conversion factor 
1cup

8 ounces
. Multiply by the original rate.

12 ounces
1 minutes

1cup
8 ounces

12 ounces cups
8 minute ounces

� �

Step 2: Simplify the new rate by “cancelling” the like units in the numerator and 
denominator.

�
12 ounces cups

8 minutes ounces
12 cups

8 minutes

Step 3: Simplify the fraction.

 The coffee maker will make 12 cups in 8 minutes.

Solution: 12 cups
8 minutes

1 4
8

or 11
2

�  cups per minute

EXAMPLE

PrACtiCE

 1. Convert 500 feet
minute

 to feet per hour if 1 hour 5 60 minutes.

 2. A car gets 25 miles to 1 gallon of gas. How many feet will the car travel on one gallon of gas 
if 5280 feet 5 1 mile?

 3. If 1 pound 5 16 ounces, how many pounds are there in 88 ounces?
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Comparing and Ordering Integers
A number line can be helpful to visualize the order of integers. 

Graph and label the following points on a number line. Then state whether the value of point B is less than  
or greater than the value of point E. Explain your reasoning using the number line.

A 5 22, B 5 18, C 5 14, D 5 11, E 5 20, F 5 28

Step 1:  Identify the smallest value and the largest value in the set of numbers. Choose where to 
 begin and end the number line. 

The smallest number in the set is 11. 

The largest number in the set is 28. 

Create a number line beginning with the number 10 and ending with the number 30. 

Step 2:  Choose an interval by which to divide the number line into smaller segments.

Since most of the numbers are even, divide the number line in intervals of 2.

Step 3: Graph each point and label with the correct letter.
Solution: 

3010 12 14 16 18 20 22 24 26 28

D B E A FC

The value of point B is less than point E because it is located to the left of point E on the number line.

EXAMPLE

GUIDED PRACTICE
Graph and label the following points on a number line. Then state whether the value of  
point D or is less than or greater than the value of point F. Explain your reasoning using the 
number line.

A 5 100, B 5 148, C 5 247, D 5 250, E 5 49, F 5 2100

Step 1:  Identify the smallest value and the largest value in the set of numbers. Choose where to 
begin and end the number line. 

Step 2:  Choose an interval by which to divide the number line into smaller segments.

Step 3: Graph each point and label with the correct letter.

C1_ML_4_Comparing_and_Ordering_Integers.indd   114 08/10/19   10:46 AM
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Comparing and Ordering Integers (continued)

Solution: 

PRACTICE
For items 1–4, graph and label the given points on a number line. Then state whether the value 
of point Q is less than or greater than the value of point V. Explain your reasoning using the 
number line.

 1. Q 5 1, R 5 18, S 5 5, T 5 25, U 5 28, V 5 32

 2. Q 5 80, R 5 30, S 5 40, T 5 110, U 5 62, V 5 79

 3. Q 5 140, R 5 199, S 5 128, T 5 200, U 5 105, V 5 163

 4. Q 5 28, R 5 24, S 5 11, T 5 12, U 5 6, V 5 27

C1_ML_4_Comparing_and_Ordering_Integers.indd   115 08/10/19   10:46 AM
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Evaluating Algebraic Expressions
An expression is a mathematical phrase that uses numbers, or variables, or both, such as  
4 1 3, 8 4 2, x 1 2, or 4x. An expression with one or more variables is an algebraic expression.
You can use algebraic expressions to write rules for input/output tables, to write spreadsheets on 
your computer, or to represent a numeric pattern in a situation.
You can evaluate an expression by substituting a number for the variable. If there is more than 
one operation involved, follow the order of operations.

The leader of a group of students planted 4 trees. Each student in the group planted 1 tree. The expression s 1 4 
can be used to represent the total number of trees planted, where s represents the number of students in the group. 
How many trees were planted if s 5 8?

Step 1: Substitute the value for the variable in the expression.

Step 2: Add.

Solution: A total of 12 trees were planted.

 s 1 4 5 8 1 4

 5 12

EXAMPLE A

In the expression 4n, the number 4 is called a coefficient. When an operational symbol does not 
appear between a number and a variable, it means to multiply. So, 4n means 4 3 n.

What is the value of 5n 1 3, if n 5 6?

Step 1: Substitute the value for the variable in the expression.

Step 2: Multiply.

Step 3: Add.

Solution: If n 5 6, then 5n 1 3 5 33.

5n 1 3 5 5 3 6 1 3

5 30 1 3

5 33

EXAMPLE B

A variable can be written as the numerator or the denominator of a fraction such as n
4

 or 
n
6 .  

To evaluate n
4

, substitute the value for n and divide by 4. For 
n
6 , divide 6 by the value of n.
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Evaluating Algebraic Expressions (continued)

Andrea wants to put an equal number of books on three shelves. The expression b
3

 represents the situation  

where b is the total number of books Andrea has. How many books will be on each shelf if b 5 24?

Step 1: Substitute the value for the variable in the expression. 

Step 2: Divide.

Solution: Andrea will put 8 books on each shelf.

b
3

 5 
24
3

 5 24 4 3

 5 8

EXAMPLE C

When evaluating an expression with multiple steps, use the order of operations.
The order of operations is as follows:
• Work inside parentheses.
• Multiply and divide from left to right.
• Add and subtract from left to right.

What is the value of (n 1 6) 3 9, if n 5 4?

Step 1: Substitute the value for the variable in the expression.

Step 2: Work inside the parentheses. Add 4 1 6.

Step 3: Multiply.

Solution: If n 5 4, the value of (n 1 6) 3 9 is 90.

 (n 1 6) 3 9 5 (4 1 6) 3 9

 5 10 3 9

5 90

EXAMPLE D

PRACTICE
Evaluate each expression for n 5 6.
 1. n 1 12  2. 2n 2 4  3. (n 1 4) 4 5 

 4. 
n

18  5. n
2

  6. 4(n 1 5) 

 7. The expression 3g 1 4 represents the cost of bowling, where 3 is the cost in dollars for each 
game, g is the number of games bowled, and 4 is the cost in dollars for renting shoes. What 
is the total cost for bowling 5 games? 

 8. DePalma’s Taxi Service charges $2 per mile and has a $3 pickup fee, which can be 
represented by the expression 2m 1 3. Rieger’s Cab Service charges $3 per mile and has a $1 
pickup fee, which can be represented by 3m 1 1. Which cab company is more economical 
for a 5-mile ride? Explain how you found your answer. 



Name class date

1© 2014 College Board. All rights reserved. SpringBoard Course 1, Unit 4

Solving Equations
You can use inverse operations to solve an equation. Inverse operations are operations that 
“undo” each other. Multiplication and division are inverse operations. By using inverse 
operations, you can isolate the variable on one side of the equation.

Solve for x. 8x 5 64
Step 1: The inverse of multiplication is division. Divide each side by 8.
 8x 5 64 

 
x8

8
 5 

64
8

 

 x 5 8 

Solution: The value of x is 8.

ExamplE a

Solve for x. 2.5x 5 18
Step 1: The inverse of multiplication is division. Divide each side by 2.5.
 2.5x 5 18

 
x2.5

2.5
 5 

18
2.5

 

 x 5 7.2 

Solution: The value of x is 7.2.

ExamplE B

practicE
Solve for x.

 1. 9x 5 72  2. 12x 5 144 

 3. 6x 5 108  4. 2.4x 5 36 

 5. 3.8x 5 19  6. 4.2x 5 80 

 7. 9x 5 153  8. 4.5x 5 108 
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Grade 6 Earth and Space Science      

Rickwood Caverns State Park 
Thomas V. Ress, Athens, Alabama 

Rickwood Caverns State Park is located in Blount County near the town of Warrior. Its main attraction is a massive 

network of underground caverns that features intriguing geological formations, underground pools, and rare blind cave 

fish. The caves were "discovered" in the early 1950s by a troop of Boy Scouts and their leader, Eddie Rickles. The caves 

were apparently known by area residents (there is graffiti dated in the 1890s on one wall of the caves), but it was Rickles 

who decided to develop the property as an attraction to the public. He created a partnership with friend Sonny Arwood, 

and they combined their names to christen Rickwood Caverns. Cave tours operated privately from 1954 to 1974, when 

the park was sold to the state of Alabama. Rickwood Caverns opened as a state park in June 1974. 

The main passageway, called the Miracle Mile, runs through 260-million-year-old Mississippian Period limestone 

formations. Guided tours take visitors past fossilized mollusk shells and other marine animals embedded in the cave's 

limestone walls and ceilings, the remains of the floor of an ancient ocean that existed there during much of North 

America's prehistoric past. Rickwood Caverns is called a "living cave" by geologists, so called because mineral-laden 

waters still seep through the cave and continue to form stalactites and stalagmites and flowstone formations. The cave 

remains at a constant 62∘F. 

Access to the cave is available only with a tour guide. Tours are given at periodic times throughout the day and start 

from the gift shop. The tour is one mile long and takes about one hour; it winds through narrow passages and up and 

down stairways through lighted chambers that illuminate the cave's colorful formations. The tour goes through the 

entire cavern except for a few passageways and a defunct civil defense fallout shelter. There is believed to be a 

connection to other caves through the underground lake at the deepest part of the caverns. Divers explored it prior to 

1974 and found that the lake extends at least 25 feet back and 65 feet down. The divers were not prepared to go further 

and turned back at that point. Some Native American artifacts found in the cave are on exhibit in the gift shop. 

Visitors enter through a stone building and then descend over the next mile to a depth of 175 feet. Highlights of the tour 

are an underwater lake, odd animal-shaped limestone formations, and a fragile strip of rock thin enough to see through. 

Two of the largest and most dramatic formations, the Frozen Castle and the Bridal Column, both feature huge floor-to-

ceiling columns surrounded by arrays of stalactites. Lucky visitors may glimpse blind cave fish and cave crayfish in the 

subterranean lake as well as view the small resident population of bats that clings to the walls and ceilings near the end 

of the tour route. The caverns also are home to frogs, salamanders, and transparent fish unique to these underground 

environments. 

In addition to the caverns, the park features an Olympic-size swimming pool fed by spring water from within the cave, a 

picnic area with tables and grills, two large pavilions, a playground, a miniature train for children to ride, a snack bar, and 

a gift shop. The modern campground has 9 campsites with electricity and water for recreational vehicles and four 

primitive campsites for tents, as well as restrooms, showers, and a dump station. Hiking trails wind through the park's 

heavily forested 380 acres. Fossil Mountain Trail is an easy 1.2-mile loop trail through an area of rocks and boulders with 

limestone and dolomite boulders ranging in size from that of a bowling ball all the way up to a house. Ancient leaf and 

seashell imprints are visible on some of the rocks along the trail but no collecting is permitted. Hardwoods and pine 

trees crowd the park's hills, and the trails offer chances to spot the park's resident songbirds, deer, squirrels, and other 

small animals. 

Published:  July 29, 2010   |   Last updated:  March 11, 2019 

http://www.encyclopediaofalabama.org/article/h-1209
http://www.encyclopediaofalabama.org/article/h-1656
http://www.encyclopediaofalabama.org/article/h-1656
http://www.encyclopediaofalabama.org/article/h-2020
http://www.encyclopediaofalabama.org/article/h-1642
http://www.encyclopediaofalabama.org/article/h-2020
http://www.encyclopediaofalabama.org/article/h-1549
http://www.encyclopediaofalabama.org/article/h-1273
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Grade 6 Earth and Space Science 

Wetumpka Crater 

David T. King Jr., Auburn University 

 

About 83 million years ago, a cosmic object (an asteroid or comet estimated to have been about 1,250 feet, or 380 
meters, in diameter) struck what is now Elmore County on the eastern side of the city of Wetumpka. All that remains of 
the meteoritic impact crater formed by the collision is a crescent-shaped ridge of hills rising up to 300 feet above the 
surrounding river plains. Bald Knob, the highest point on the rim, and other parts of the crater remnant are clearly 
visible to travelers entering Wetumpka on US Highway 231 and Alabama Highway 14. 

The crater structure was first noted in 1969 by a group of geologists from the Geological Survey of Alabama, including 
team leader Thornton L. Neathery. In 1976, Neathery and his co-workers published a paper proposing that a meteor had 
created the feature, which they called the Wetumpka astrobleme. Its origin was not proven conclusively until 1999, 
when a team of scientists, including Neathery and Auburn University geologist David T. King Jr., completed a 630-foot-
deep drilling operation at the crater's center. The scientists found that the minerals contained in the subsurface samples 
revealed evidence of deformation characteristics resulting from high pressure and massive sudden impact. Such 
minerals are found only in structures formed by cosmic impacts and at nuclear-test sites. In addition to the physical 
analysis, the material was subjected to geochemical testing at a laboratory in Vienna, Austria, which revealed meteoritic 
elements such as iridium, cobalt, nickel, and chromium and confirmed their meteoric origin. In 2002, the research team 
published its results in Earth and Planetary Science Letters and officially established Wetumpka as the 157th known 
impact crater on Earth. 

The Wetumpka impact crater, which is approximately 4.7 miles (7.6 km) wide, formed during a time in geological history 
when the sea level was much higher than it is today. Much of southern and central Alabama was under the shallow 
waters of the northern Gulf of Mexico, and the shoreline ran roughly from Tuscaloosa County to northern Elmore 
County and eastward to northern Russell County. The Wetumpka impact thus occurred about 15 miles (25 km) offshore 
in water about 100 feet (30 m) deep. The rim is made of hard, crystalline rocks, and the interior area is composed of 
softer, sedimentary materials. There is also an area of highly disturbed sediments outside the crater's rim on the 
southern side of the crater that were washed into place by the catastrophic resurgence of sea water forced away from 
the area by the impact. 

The Wetumpka impact was the greatest natural disaster in Alabama history. Energy released by the impact was roughly 
175,000 times greater than the nuclear explosion in Hiroshima in 1945. The collision produced a huge earthquake, a 
tsunami, an atmospheric blast wave (hurricane-force, straight-line winds), and a cascade of falling rocks that would have 
blasted out of the developing crater bowl. Many thousands of living things, including dinosaurs, other reptiles, and 
aquatic life, along the Gulf shoreline of Elmore County were decimated by this event. The Wetumpka impact did not 
have global consequences, however, and is not linked to any global extinction of animals or plants in the geological 
record. 

Wetumpka, which means "rumbling waters" in the Creek language, is an appropriate name for an impact crater formed 
in sea water. The crater is celebrated annually by the city of Wetumpka, which sponsors lectures and public tours. In 
2002, the Alabama Historical Commission erected a roadside historic marker that describes the crater on U.S. Highway 
231 in front of the Elmore County Health Department. 

 

 

 

Published:  February 23, 2007   |   Last updated:  September 26, 2017 

http://www.encyclopediaofalabama.org/article/h-1320
http://www.encyclopediaofalabama.org/article/h-2337
http://www.encyclopediaofalabama.org/article/h-1549
http://www.encyclopediaofalabama.org/article/h-3937
http://www.encyclopediaofalabama.org/article/h-1649
http://www.encyclopediaofalabama.org/article/h-1273
http://www.encyclopediaofalabama.org/article/h-1298
http://www.encyclopediaofalabama.org/article/h-1335
http://www.encyclopediaofalabama.org/article/h-1088
http://www.encyclopediaofalabama.org/article/h-4040
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Grade 6 Earth and Space Science 

 

The Greenhouse Effect 
 

 
The greenhouse effect is a process that occurs when gases in Earth's atmosphere trap the Sun's 
heat. This process makes Earth much warmer than it would be without an atmosphere. The 
greenhouse effect is one of the things that makes Earth a comfortable place to live.  

 

Earth isn't actually inside a greenhouse, but our atmosphere traps the Sun's heat just like the glass walls of a greenhouse. Credit: 
NASA/JPL-Caltech 

How does the greenhouse effect work? 

As you might expect from the name, the greenhouse effect works … like a greenhouse! A 
greenhouse is a building with glass walls and a glass roof. Greenhouses are used to grow plants, 
such as tomatoes and tropical flowers. 

A greenhouse stays warm inside, even during the winter. In the daytime, sunlight shines into the 
greenhouse and warms the plants and air inside. At nighttime, it's colder outside, but the greenhouse 
stays pretty warm inside. That's because the glass walls of the greenhouse trap the Sun's heat. 

 

A greenhouse captures heat from the Sun during the day. Its glass walls trap the Sun's heat, which keeps plants inside the greenhouse 
warm — even on cold nights. Credit: NASA/JPL-Caltech 
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Grade 6 Earth and Space Science 

The Greenhouse Effect 

 

The greenhouse effect works much the same way on Earth. Gases in the atmosphere, such as 
carbon dioxide, trap heat just like the glass roof of a greenhouse. These heat-trapping gases are 
called greenhouse gases. 

During the day, the Sun shines through the atmosphere. Earth's surface warms up in the sunlight. At 
night, Earth's surface cools, releasing heat back into the air. But some of the heat is trapped by the 
greenhouse gases in the atmosphere. That's what keeps our Earth a warm and cozy 58 degrees 
Fahrenheit (14 degrees Celsius), on average. 

 

Earth's atmosphere traps some of the Sun's heat, preventing it from escaping back into space at night. Credit: NASA/JPL-Caltech 

How are humans impacting the greenhouse effect?  

Human activities are changing Earth's natural greenhouse effect. Burning fossil fuels like coal and oil 
puts more carbon dioxide into our atmosphere. 

NASA has observed increases in the amount of carbon dioxide and some other greenhouse gases in 
our atmosphere. Too much of these greenhouse gases can cause Earth's atmosphere to trap more 
and more heat. This causes Earth to warm up. 

What reduces the greenhouse effect on Earth? 

Just like a glass greenhouse, Earth's greenhouse is also full of plants! Plants can help to balance the 
greenhouse effect on Earth. All plants — from giant trees to tiny phytoplankton in the ocean — take in 
carbon dioxide and give off oxygen. 

The ocean also absorbs a lot of excess carbon dioxide in the air. Unfortunately, the increased carbon 
dioxide in the ocean changes the water, making it more acidic. This is called ocean acidification. 

More acidic water can be harmful to many ocean creatures, such as certain shellfish and coral. 
Warming oceans — from too many greenhouse gases in the atmosphere — can also be harmful to 
these organisms. Warmer waters are a main cause of coral bleaching. 

 

This photograph shows a bleached brain coral. A main cause of coral bleaching is warming oceans. Ocean acidification also stresses 
coral reef communities. Credit: NOAA 

https://climatekids.nasa.gov/greenhouse-effect-and-carbon-cycle
https://climatekids.nasa.gov/greenhouse-cards
https://climatekids.nasa.gov/acid-ocean
https://climatekids.nasa.gov/coral-bleaching
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Grade 6 Earth and Space Science 

 

Directions: Please answer the questions below based on the articles.  

Articles: Rickwood Caverns 
                Wetumpka Impact Crater 
 

After reading the articles on Rickwood Caverns and Wetumpka Crater, two of Alabama’s geological formations, answer 
the following questions: 
 

1. How do changes in the earth’s surface change over time?  
 

2. What are 5 facts you learned about Rickwood Caverns?   
 

3. Who discovered Rickwood Caverns? How? What did they find besides the formation?  
 

4. If you were to discover a place like Rickwood Caverns, what would you do? These questions can guide your 
thinking.  Think about each question critically and explain your thinking. 
 

a. What professional team/group/person would you contact to explain your discovery?  Why would you 
choose this team/group/person? 
 

b. Would you want to announce your discovery to the public?  If so, what media group would you contact?  
Why did you choose this media? 
 

c. Now, address the question:  Would you buy the land where you made the discovery and turn the 
discovery into a private attraction where people had to pay to see it or tour it?  Or, would you make the 
discovery open to the public at no fee?  Explain your choice. 

 

5. Describe how the Wetumpka Impact Crater was formed? 
 

6. What are 5 facts you learned about Wetumpka Impact Crater? 
 

Article: The Greenhouse Effect 
 

After reading the article on the Greenhouse Effect answer the following questions: 
 

7. What is the Greenhouse Effect? 
 

8. Why is the Greenhouse Effect important to life on Earth? 
 

9. How is the Greenhouse Effect harmful? 
 

10. How can we stop greenhouse gases? 
 

11. Why do you think humans continue to do activities that increase greenhouse gases in the atmosphere? 
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